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How your gifts are helping to keep families of seriously ill children together.

RMH-68

®

Dear Friend,

Families in crisis. You hear it all over the 
news these days as families everywhere 
struggle under a faltering economy. But 
for those who have a seriously ill or injured 
child, the economic crisis they face — in 
addition to their emotional turmoil — is 
simply unimaginable.

That’s why your donations and support 
are so incredibly vital. Every gift you give 
— no matter how large or small — helps us 
keep families strong by keeping them near 
the hospital where their child is receiving 
care. These are families who could never 
afford lengthy hotel stays or the costs of 
food or transportation. Barbara Casper, a 
mother who recently stayed at a Ronald 
McDonald House while her baby daughter 
was in the hospital, said it best when she 
told us that staying at the House “…lets 
you spend most of your time where you need to 
be — with your child.”  You can read more 
of Barbara’s story in this issue of Hand-In-
Hand — and other stories of families you 
have helped heal during their times of 
crisis.

So please continue to give generously 
so we can help families who come to us 
during their most difficult days. Your 
donations really make a difference in the 
lives of our region’s children, and I hope 
you will consider mailing a kind gift again 
today. Thank you.

Rita Cyr 
Executive Director

Helping Families Heal

The Gift That Gives Back
Recently, Congress extended the Charitable IRA provisions 

that allow individuals over 70 ½ to make charitable donations 
from their individual retirement accounts (IRA’s) tax-free. 
Through 2009, people 70 ½ years of age and older can 
transfer up to $100,000 per year from IRA’s to charity without 
incurring federal income taxes. By going directly to charity, 
the money is not included in the IRA owner’s income, and 
thus is not taxed, preserving the full amount for charitable 
purposes. Ronald McDonald House is a qualifying charity 
for these provisions. This opportunity is available this year 
and throughout 2009. Please contact your financial or tax 
professional for more details.  

New Adopt-A-Room Sponsors 

Adopt a Room Sponsorships help to offset overnight guest 
stay expenses — allowing our guest families to stay free of 
charge.  If you would like to participate in this program, please 
contact RMHC’s Development Director, Lezley Pisone, at 
937-224-0047 or lpisone@rmhcdayton.org.

Become a Ronald McDonald House Pantry Partner 
and help us rustle-up the 10 most needed monthly items 
for the House and our guests. Lisa Eller, our very fabulous 
Pantry Partner Coordinator, is awaiting your email at 
leller@woh.rr.com.

Newest Adopt a Room Sponsors:
Community Room Sponsors 
The Staff at Dayton Children’s
Dr. Neil Kantor of Miami Valley 
Hospital
P&G Fund

 
Guest Room Sponsors 
Dr. John and Judy Bloom
Cooper Farms

Thank You!
A special thanks to our 2008 Foundation Supporters:
Cardinal Foundation
CareSource Foundation
Chance Family Foundation Fund
Greene County Community Foundation
Levin Family Foundation
Mathile Family Foundation
Morgan Family Foundation
Paul G. Duke Foundation
Springfield Foundation

Winter 2009

Just Like Coming Home
Zackery Worth comes 

bounding out of the toy room at 
the Ronald McDonald House, a 
tiny metallic car clutched in  
his hand.

“This toy is awesome!”  
he exclaims.

With energy typical of a busy 
6 year old, it’s hard to believe 
Zackery entered the world as a 
“preemie” at just 29 weeks and a 
very fragile three pounds.

Since then, Stephanie, 
Zackery’s mom, has regularly gone 
back to visit the Ronald McDonald 
House®, a place she once called 
‘home’ while Zackery battled for 
his life at the hospital. 

She says going to the House is 
just like coming home again. 

 After a self-described “perfect” 
pregnancy, Stephanie was shocked 
when she went into labor very 
early — and about 400 miles from 
home while visiting family. Fear 
about what such an early birth 
would mean for Zackery’s  
health and development 
overwhelmed her.  

“Right after he was born, we 
could see him being worked on,” 
she recalls with tears. “We kept 

asking, ‘Is he okay?’ All I 
could think was there were so 
many things that could  
go wrong.”

Zackery was whisked 
away to the NICU, and the 
Worths were told that their 
precious newborn would be 
at the hospital for at least 
five weeks. They didn’t know 
where they would stay or how 
close to the hospital it would 
be. All they knew is that they 
wanted Zackery to get better. 

That’s when a hospital 
social worker told them 
about the Ronald McDonald 
House — a home where 
Stephanie and her husband 
could stay and receive comfort 
while Zackery grew healthy  
and strong.  
 
A Network Of Support

Stephanie’s stay at the House 
became more than just lodging. It 
was an oasis of comfort — a place 
where other worried parents, 
volunteers, and staff helped  
support her through one of the 
most difficult periods of her life.

When Stephanie would come 
back to the House after an 

exhausting day at the hospital, 
she was able to talk, laugh, and 
cry with other worried parents. 
Together, they found solace in 
their common experiences. There 
was always someone to offer a hug, 
a shoulder to lean on, or words of 
encouragement.

INSIDE:  One Young Couple Finds a Place of Comfort During a Time of Fear

Zackery, 6, and Stephanie Worth are all 
smiles during one of their regular visits to the 
Ronald McDonald House — a place that 
became Stephanie’s home while Zackery faced 
weeks of care at the NICU after being born 
prematurely.

story continues on page 3 ...
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