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Just Like Coming Home

Zackery Worth comes
bounding out of the toy room at
the Ronald McDonald House, a
tiny metallic car clutched in
his hand.

“This toy is awesome!”
he exclaims.

With energy typical of a busy
6 year old, it’s hard to believe
Zackery entered the world as a
“preemie” at just 29 weeks and a
very fragile three pounds.

Since then, Stephanie,
Zackery’s mom, has regularly gone
back to visit the Ronald McDonald
House®, a place she once called
‘home’ while Zackery battled for
his life at the hospital.

She says going to the House is
just like coming home again.

After a self-described “perfect”
pregnancy, Stephanie was shocked
when she went into labor very
early — and about 400 miles from
home while visiting family. Fear
about what such an early birth
would mean for Zackery’s
health and development
overwhelmed her.

“Right after he was born, we
could see him being worked on,”
she recalls with tears. “We kept

asking, ‘Is he okay?” All I
could think was there were s
many things that could
go wrong.”

Zackery was whisked
away to the NICU, and the
Worths were told that their
precious newborn would be
at the hospital for at least
five weeks. They didn’t know
where they would stay or ho
close to the hospital it would
be. All they knew is that they
wanted Zackery to get better.

That’s when a hospital
social worker told them
about the Ronald McDonald
House — a home where
Stephanie and her husband
could stay and receive comfort
while Zackery grew healthy

smiles during one of their regular visits to the
Ronald McDonald House — a place that

and strong. became Stephanie’s home while Zackery faced
weeks of care at the NICU after being born
A Network Of Support prematurely.

Stephanie’s stay at the House
became more than just lodging. It
was an oasis of comfort — a place
where other worried parents,
volunteers, and staff helped
support her through one of the
most difficult periods of her life.

exhausting day at the hospital,
she was able to talk, laugh, and
cry with other worried parents.
Together, they found solace in
their common experiences. There
was always someone to offer a hug,
a shoulder to lean on, or words of
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