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Hand-in-Hand

Josh’s accident left him unable to speak. But he was still able to communicate such joy and 
happiness. He raised his left eyebrow for “yes”— and smiled and laughed when others were 
around.
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Joshua the Warrior
For years, Sonia Long’s black 

notebook never left her side. Its 
edges have curled and dimpled 
from use. But still crisp on the 
pages are neatly typed lists of her 
son Joshua’s feeding schedules, 
medications, and doctors’ 
names. It’s been an invaluable 
resource, creating order out 
of the complicated care Josh 
has required ever since he was 
9 years old, when a car hit him 
during an ordinary walk to the 
park and left him brain damaged 
and wheelchair-bound. 

Since that devastating day and 
throughout his treatments, Sonia 
says Josh, now 17, never gave up. 
She calls him a warrior. A fighter. 

As it turns out, Sonia would 
have to fight just as hard.

After the accident, Sonia got 
a call from her work. They asked 
if Josh would require long-term 
care. Sonia told them that he 
would. One month later, she was 
laid off from the job she had 
been at for most of her adult life. 
She lost her health insurance 
and was left with astronomical 
medical bills. Her marriage 
suffered and her husband left.

“You ask ‘why me?’ a lot,” she 
acknowledged. “But I thought 
about survival. I had to be smart 
and I had to be strong.”

Sonia soldiered through, 
caring for Josh and her other 
three children. But then Josh 
suffered a serious setback after 
he underwent corrective surgery 
for scoliosis of the spine. His 
lungs collapsed five times. 

Infections and pneumonia set in. 
Josh was put on life support. 

Sonia was devastated and 
vowed to be there for her son 
every moment she could. But 
because she lived hours from 
where Josh was receiving life-
saving care, she couldn’t afford 
to go back and forth to see  
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How your gifts are helping to keep families of seriously ill children together.
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Dear Friend,

In my home, the kitchen is the 
gathering place — the room where 
family and friends go to share  
meals, talk about their day, and  
simply re-charge.

It’s no different at the Ronald 
McDonald House. For families with 
seriously ill children, sitting around 
the kitchen table, enjoying a good 
meal, and chatting with other families 
brings to life the comforts of home 
they wouldn’t get from a hospital 
cafeteria or unfamiliar hotel. 

It gives anguished families the 
chance to share stories and tears.  
And it’s a place where they can  
find encouragement in the face  
of devastation. 

But with every meal served, every 
tear wiped away, and every hug offered 
in our kitchen and in our House, it 
is your support making it all possible. 
Your ongoing donations help us 
provide comfort to so many just when 
they need it most. 

So I hope you will continue your 
generosity and allow us to be that 
home for even more burdened 
families. We simply can’t do what we 
do without you. Thank you for your 
outstanding kindness.

Rita Cyr 
Executive Director

To provide a temporary “home away from home” for 
families of critically ill hospitalized children and support 
efforts that improve children’s health within our region.

The Gathering Place

miami valley region 

INSIDE: A Little Girl and Her Family Found Hope Far From Home.

As fuel prices 
continue to stay 
high, requests for rooms at our 14-room Dayton Ronald 
McDonald House have risen sharply, too. Many families 
can’t afford the high gas and travel prices, and they need 
lodging at our House so they can be near their seriously 
ill child.  Higher occupancy percentages mean higher 
expenses for us, and because we don’t charge a fee to 
families who stay with us, we rely on the kindness of friends 
like you. So please donate generously today. Thank you!

Thank You! 
Thanks to our sponsors for their generosity and big hearts!
Annual Ray Wright Classic Golf Outing and Dinner Auction: 

	 • Sprint	 • Dayton Daily News
	 • MTCi	 • WDTN-TV 2
	 • McDonald’s Miami Valley Co-op	
	 • �Wright-Patt Credit Union, Inc. 
New 2008 Adopt a Room Sponsors:
Community Room Sponsorships ($4,000+ level)
	 • �Best Buy 

Guest Room Sponsorships ($1,000 a year for three years)
	 • Drs. Victor and Maria Nanagas and Family
	 • Bill and Andi Altvater

Major Donor Appreciation & Networking Event Sponsors:
	 • Colliers Turley Martin Tucker (Presenting Sponsor)
	 • KeyBank (Co-Presenter)
	 • Allstate Insurance
	 • Oregon Printing

Annual 2008 Tab-a-pull-ooza Sponsor:
	 • Freund, Freeze and Arnold
�
Save your pull tabs and bring them to next year’s pull tab contest 
and win great prizes! Mark your calendars for May 2, 2009 at the 
Second Street Market.
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Rita Cyr

Demand 
for Rooms 
Rises 
Sharply

Our Mission


